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Christian Church. It is not that there was first a
Church which deliberately adopted a policy of accom-
modation, and took into itself all that was harmless or
reformable in the religion of Rome. Rather it was
that the Roman religion assimilated certain elements
of Christianised Judaism, and notably its Christian
spirit. But, while nutriment is converted simply into
the nature of the body which is fed, what is received
into and assimilated by a system of forms and cate-
gories reacts more freely upon that framework, and
alters its character in many ways. In accepting the
Old Testament, (and, later, the New), as a book of
Divine oracles, the Roman religion necessarily assimi-
lated, though in its own form, a great deal of the
Judaeo-Christian theology and ethics. Jove was soon
swallowed up by Jahve; Olympus, Hades, and Tar-
tarus by Heaven, Purgatory, and Hell. The pagan
calendar of feasts and processions was slowly Chris-
tianised. The Saints filled the Pantheon; Christian
justifications, meanings and expressions were found
for the rites and mysteries, for the asceticism and
monasticism, introduced into Rome from the East.
The supreme "Being" of Platonic philosophy was
identified with the Jewish Father; the Logos with
that Christ whose sonship became an incarnation.
Here, again, it was not that Christianity clothed itself
in the garb of Greek philosophy, but, conversely, it
was philosophy that found images for itself in the
Gospel. The very name and notion of (Soyfjuara)
"dogmata/' as of authoritative intellectual principles,
comes from that philosophy, and represents the trans-
formation undergone by the purely prophetic and
parabolic utterances of Jesus in order to fit them to